#1 for patch management

10 Warning Signs Your

IT Infrastructure Is at Risk

Understanding and mitigating vulnerabilities in IT infrastructure is crucial for maintaining the security and efficiency
of your organization’s technology environment. This document provides IT administrators with in-depth insights
into the top signs of vulnerabilities, along with actionable advice.

1. Outdated Software and Systems: Systems running old or unsupported software versions are vulnerable to
known exploits. Implement a regular schedule for scanning and updating software. Utilize patch management
tools to automate this process, reducing the risks associated with outdated or unsupported software versions.

2. Inconsistencies in Patch Levels: Different patch levels across similar systems can create security gaps.
Conduct regular audits to ensure uniform patch application across all systems. Address any discrepancies
immediately to prevent security gaps.

3. Missing Critical Security Patches: Some patches are classified as critical due to the severity of the issues
they address. Actively monitor for the release of critical patches. Prioritize their installation to safeguard against
major vulnerabilities inherent in unpatched systems.

4. Unusual System Behavior Post-Update: Monitor systems for operational issues or performance degradation
after updates. Establish a protocol for quickly addressing these issues, which could indicate patch-related
problems.

5. Non-Compliance with Patch Policies: Systems not adhering to the organization’'s patch management policies
might be overlooked or misconfigured. Regularly check systems for adherence to the organization's patch
management policies. Correct any deviations to prevent potential security risks.

6. Lack of Patch Management Automation: Where possible, implement automated patch management systems
to ensure timely and consistent updates, reducing the risk of human error and missed critical updates.

7. Extended Patch Deployment Times: Delay between a patch’s release and its implementation increases the

window of vulnerability. Monitor the time between patch release and deployment. Work to minimize this interval
to reduce the window of vulnerability.
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8. Failed Patch Installations: Failed installations can leave systems vulnerable. Keep an eye on notifications and
logs for failed patch installations. Address these failures promptly to ensure systems are not left exposed.

9. Unusual Network Traffic: Unexplained changes in network traffic patterns can be a sign of an active exploit
against a known vulnerability, especially if the system is unpatched. Implement continuous network monitoring.
Investigate unexplained traffic patterns promptly as they can indicate active exploits against vulnerabilities,
particularly in unpatched systems.

10. Security Software Alerts: Intrusion Detection Systems (IDS), Intrusion Prevention Systems (IPS), and antivirus
software often detect attempts to exploit vulnerabilities. These alerts can be early indicators of attempts to
exploit vulnerabilities, especially in systems awaiting patches.

Securing Tomorrow: Beyond the Warning Signs

The signs outlined in this document are starting points for a continuous and dynamic process of protecting your
organization’s digital assets. We encourage you to integrate these practices into your regular security protocols
and remain proactive in identifying and mitigating risks. Regular training, updates, and audits are indispensable
in staying ahead of potential threats. Remember, a well-maintained and secure IT infrastructure is not just
about preventing breaches; it's about ensuring the resilience and reliability of your organization’s technological
backbone.

Patch Management with Action1

Action1 is the #1 risk-based patch management platform for distributed enterprise networks trusted by
thousands of organizations globally. It automates patching of third-party software and operating systems,
ensuring continuous patch compliance and remediation of security vulnerabilities before they are exploited.
Action1 is the only third-party patch management solution with both SOC 2 Type Il and ISO 27001:2022
certifications.

www.action1.com | #1 risk-based patch management: discover, prioritize, and remediate vulnerabilities in a single solution


https://www.action1.com/?refid=10signs

